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May 14, 2015

Hon. Kamala D. Harris
Attorney General

1300 | Street, 17" Floor
Sacramento, California 95814

Attention: Ms. Ashley Johansson
Initiative Coordinator

Dear Attorney General Harris:

Pursuant to Elections Code Section 9005, we have reviewed the proposed statutory initiative
regarding the display of the state flag (A.G. File No. 15-0011).

Background

California and federal laws provide direction regarding the display of the United States and state flags.
Specifically, state statute requires these flags to be displayed prominently at certain public and private locations.
State law also requires that in places where both flags are displayed, the national flag be placed in the position of
first honor, such as above the state flag. Similarly, federal law generally specifies that no other flag, including
any state flag, should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right of the United States flag.

Proposal

The measure amends state law to require that, where the national and state flags are both displayed,
the state flag be placed in the position of first honor.

Fiscal Effects

This measure will likely have no fiscal effect on state or local governments because it is not expected
to generate additional workload for state or local agencies.

Summary of Fiscal Effects. This measure would have the following fiscal effect:

e Likely no fiscal effect on state and local governments.

Sincerely,

Mac Taylor
Legislative Analyst

Michael Cohen
Director of Finance



